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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
DEC 24, 2022 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC BY RANDALL & KIM   “Oh Holy Night” 
 
 

OPENING HYMN: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   LBW# 45: V 1,2,3 
 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
who sends the word with angels, 
who is made flesh among all peoples, 
and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
C  Amen 
P  In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
P  Holy God,  
C  We confess our sin before you. 
We replace compassion with competition. 
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 
We have not put on love in harmony with you. 
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 
Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 
that all we do, in word or deed, 
may reflect your love born among us. 
Amen 

P   I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 
God has come among us 
in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 
In Christ your sins are forgiven 
and you are clothed in peace. 
C  Amen 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through 
your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
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HYMN: “I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve/Jeg Er Så Glad Hver Julekvel” 
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LITANY FOR  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

P  Let us pray: 
C  Great God of love and light, we thank you now for the light of that 
special star over two thousand years ago that guided humble  
shepherds and learned wise men to the holy babe. Lead us now, by 
the light of your love, that we also may follow you to new life in him. 
In celebration of the birthday of our King and our Savior, Jesus Christ,  
we pray.  Amen 
 

 
 

HYMN: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel   LBW# 34 V 1&5 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON: LET THE CHILDREN COME  
 

 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 9:2-7 

 2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  
 on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
 and all the garments rolled in blood 
 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 
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 with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
L  The word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 96 
1Sing to the Lord a new song; 
  sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
 2Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; 
  proclaim God's salvation from day to day. 
 3Declare God's glory among the nations 
  and God's wonders among all peoples. 
 4For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods. 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O Lord, have made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
 8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord. 
 9Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the Lord, all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will 
judge the peoples with equity." 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all 
that is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming,           
O Lord, 
  for you come to judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with your truth. 
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SECOND LESSON: Titus 2:11-14  
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training 
us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to 
live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for 
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might re-
deem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who 
are zealous for good deeds. 
L  The word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 
 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was   
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns 
to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 
to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was  
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be  
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child.  
 

HYMN: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  LBW# 41 v 1-4 
 

6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

HYMN:  “Away in a Manger”  LBW# 67 v 1-3 
 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood  before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were  terrified. 
10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
 

HYMN: “Angels We Have Heard On High”  LBW# 71 v 1-3 
 

12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a  
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
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  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the  
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the                     
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and  
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and  
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
  
 

CHRISTMAS SERMON:  “The Shepherds Returned” 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC BY NOTES OF PRAISE CHOIR  “A Christmas Hallelujah” 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
OFFERING 

OFFERING PRAYER 
C  Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger 
and your love flows from the cross. 
As you gather us around these signs 
of your love come among us, 
warm us to extend your care 
among the hungry and all in need. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Come to the table where Christ meets you. Eat, rejoice, and be glad! 
 

All Baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and His  
Real Presence in the Bread and Wine are welcome to the Lord’s  
Table. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS: 
 “What Child Is This”  LBW# 40 

“Joy to the World”   LBW# 39 v 1-4 
“Go Tell It on the Mountain”   LBW# 70 v 1-3 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  God of wonder, 
in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. 
As you have come among us now, 
send us out in joy, hastening to share 
the good news of your love. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever. 
C  Amen 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF LIGHT  
 

HYMN   “Peace, Peace... “Silent Night, Holy Night”   
 

BLESSING 
P  God the Creator who delights in you, 
Jesus the Savior who is born for you, 
and the lifegiving Spirit who shines on you, bless you and keep you in 
hope and peace. 
C  Amen 
 

DISMISSAL 
P  Glory to God in the highest! 
C  Peace to God’s people on earth! 
P  Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
C  Yes we will, thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Merry Christmas  
from Baltic and East Nidaros Lutheran Parish.   

There will be  one service  on Christmas Day, Sunday  

December 25; at 10 am  at Baltic Lutheran Church 

There will be no Sunday School classes on December 25th  

and January 1nd for Christmas break.   

Classes will begin on January 8th.   

We look forward to seeing all the children back that Sunday. 


